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THE ‘ORDER OF LOVE’ IN TODAY’S WORLD 

It’s certainly an interesting time to be a Canadian. Never in 
living memory have we felt our sovereignty more 
threatened by a foreign power. (The last time was the War 
of 1812, when the Americans waltzed on to Canadian soil 
on a “mere military promenade”, only to be pushed back so 
far by British forces they even managed to set fire to the 
White House along the way.) Some 200 years later, it’s not 
only Canada that’s caught in the crosshairs of the current 
occupant of the Oval Office. There’s Greenland, Gaza & 
Ukraine, & the list goes on, as President Trump transforms 
the world into a modern-day Wild West, where whoever 
has the fastest draw & the biggest pistol wins the ranch. 

But it was the Trump administration’s policies targeting 
migrants that spurred Pope Francis to pen a letter to the US 
bishops. Quoting Pius XII, he reminds them that the Holy 
Family exiled in Egypt, “refugees there to escape the wrath 
of an ungodly king”, is “the model, the example and the 
consolation” of all migrants. The 10-point letter is succinct 
but incisive and deserves to be read in full. It includes a 
sharp corrective to comments made by Vice-President J.D. 
Vance, a recent Catholic convert, who had justified the 
administration’s “America First” policy by recourse to the 
concept of the “order of love” – a notion developed by St 
Augustine to teach the right ordering of affections, 
according to the degree of love that befits what or whom 
we are loving. 

Francis clarified that “Christian love is not a concentric 
expansion of interests that little by little extend to other 
persons and groups.” The Pope affirmed that “the true ordo 
amoris that must be promoted is that which we discover by 
meditating constantly on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, that is, by meditating on the love that builds a 
fraternity open to all, without exception.” The lesson that 
Jesus derives from that Gospel parable is that we should 
show mercy to those who are suffering regardless of what 
culture they come from, and not prioritise the people who 
live closest to us or those who are most similar to us. 
Here in Rome, my fellow Canadian, Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Devel­opment, expressed his regret that USAID is 
“recklessly” being suspended, disrupting humanitarian aid 
programmes around the world and “terrorising” the 

millions of vulnerable people whose lives depend on them. 
Across the pond, Cardinal Robert McElroy, Francis’ 
appointee as Archbishop of Wash­ington, has been 
outspoken in protesting the government’s crackdown on 
undocumented migrants. At a recent prayer service, the 
Cardinal affirmed: “We must speak up and say, ‘Go no 
farther’, because the safety [and] humanity of our brothers 
and sisters, who are being targeted, are too precious in our 
eyes and in God’s eyes.” McElroy also reacted to the 
executive order to defund charities and organisations that 
aid migrants: “This is the antithesis of being Christian.” 

In the last few days, media attention has turned to the 
Pope’s health. After trying to keep his bronchitis under 
check from home for over a week, the Holy Father has 
sought care at Rome’s Gemelli hospital. Insiders chalk it up 
to the pontiff, who suffered falls in both December and 
January, being “very, very tired”. Vaticanistas note that 
Francis has frequently battled with respiratory illnesses 
over the past winters, including a case of pneumonia in 
2023. This latest confinement has been the Holy Father’s 
longest stay in hospital since June 2023, when he spent 
nine days at the Gemelli having abdominal surgery. In July 
2021 Francis had part of his colon removed during a 10-
day hospital stay. Francis has written that he sees 
resignation as a “distant hypothesis” to be considered only 
in the case of a “serious physical impediment”. 
In the early days of this bout of bronchitis, Pope Francis had 
relocated his audiences to his residence, the Casa Santa 
Marta. I was moved when I saw him up close as he 
interacted with survivors and advocates at a private 
audience for the annual World Day of Prayer against 
Human Trafficking. I couldn’t help but think that this is 
surely the compassionate, engaged, prophetic leadership 
needed in today’s world. At a moment when some world 
leaders are trying to annex sovereign nations or advocate 
taking ownership of a strip of land and redeveloping it as a 
beachside resort, the 88-year-old pontiff offers a stark 
alternative, both in substance and style. Whether at Santa 
Marta or the Gemelli, in this Jubilee year Francis remains 
stalwart as a fellow pilgrim of hope. 

Julian Paparella 

As we gather in worship on this day we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which our parish is found.  
We also pay our respects to Elders past and present.  

OPENING OF NEW COLES AT LINDFIELD     At this stage the planned open-
ing will take place in early April.  For us as a parish this brings the good news 
of the return of ample short term parking right on the doorstep of our Lindfield 
site.   Pass the word on ! 

(from ‘The Tablet’.  To subscribe to The Tablet 
go to www.thetablet.co.uk) 

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS     that the 
healing and strengthening gifts of God may support him in 
both body and spirit. 



4 Hymns for the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary T ime 
ENTRANCE:  LET HEAVEN REJOICE 
 

Refrain   Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad; 
Let all creation sing. 
Let children proclaim to every land: Hosanna to the King. 
 

Sound the trumpet into the night; 
The day of the Lord is near. Wake His people, lift your voice, 
proclaim it to the world.   R 
 

Rise in splendour, shake off your sleep; 
Put on your robes of joy. And in the morning you shall see 
the glory of the Lord.   R 
 

Raise your voices, be not afraid. 
Proclaim it in every land. Christ has died, but he has risen; 
he will come again.   R                                                                Bob Dufford ©1972, OCP.* 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  HOSEA 
 

Come back to me with all your heart, 
don’t let fear keep us apart. 
Trees do bend, tho’ straight and tall; 
so must we to others’ call. 
 

Refrain   Long have I waited for your coming 
home to me and living deeply our new life. 
 

The wilderness will lead you 
to your heart where I will speak. 
Integrity and justice 
with tenderness you shall know.   R 
 

You shall sleep secure with peace; 
faithfulness will be your joy.   R 
 4755724 

G. Norbet, M. Callahan ©1972, 1980, The Benedictine Foundation of the State of 
Vermont, Inc.* 

 

COMMUNION:  LORD, BE MY VISION 
 

Lord, be my vision, supreme in my heart, 
bid every rival give way and depart: 
you my best thought in the day or the night, 
waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
 

Lord, be my wisdom and be my true word, 
I ever with you and you with me, Lord: 
you my great Father and I your true child, 
you in me living and I with you one. 
 

Lord, be my breastplate, my sword for the fight: 
be my strong armour, for you are my might; 
you are my shelter, and you my high tower 
raise me to heaven, O Power of my power. 
 

I need no riches, nor earth’s empty praise: 
you my inheritance through all my days; 
all of your treasure to me you impart. 
high King of heaven, the first in my heart. 
 

High King of heaven, when battle is done, 
grant heaven’s joy to me, bright heaven’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

From the Irish, 8th century. Tr. Mary E. Byrne (1880-1931) and  

Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860-1935) 
 

RECESSIONAL:  WILL YOU LOVE ME? 
 

Will you give me your life forever? 
Will you carry my cross every day? 
Will you walk in the light of my presence? 
Will you follow the truth of my ways? 
 

Refrain   Will you love me as I have loved you? 
Will you live with me the darkness as I die? 
For the moon and the stars will be gone like the night, 
And the sun will be shining on you. 
 

Like the purest of gold in the furnace, 
Is your love strong enough to endure? 
Does your faith carry on through the shadows? 
Does it shine in the night for the world?   R 
 

Brian Boniwell ©1978, Willow Publishing** 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

 

This week: Sirach 27:4-7; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 

Next week: Deuteronomy 26:4-10 ;  Romans 10:8-13 ;  Luke 4:1-13  

 

Hip, hip, hypocrisy.        That’s the theme of the Scriptures this weekend. 

And it’s not the hypocrisy of ‘the hypocrites’ that they’re talking about, 

of the one or ones that everyone so happily points the finger at. 

 

It’s the hypocrisy of each one of us (me included),     

of each person who points a finger other than at themselves. 

 

Jesus challenges those who point out the splinter in another’s eye  

without noticing the plank in their own. 

Some may excuse themselves by saying: well that person’s sin is itself a plank, it’s so big. 

 

That doesn’t change the fact that none of us is perfect, 

that planks come in different shapes and sizes, 

that we all fall short of God’s grace, 

and that the only gaze upon the world which is worthy of a disciple 

is the gaze of compassion and love.        

Fr Colin 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csir#sir027
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1015
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk006
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

THE PSALM       Ps 91 (92): 2-3, 13-16  
It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning 
and your truth in the watches of the night. 
 

The just will flourish like the palm-tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
 

Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
In God, my rock, there is no wrong. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Philippians 2:15-16) 

Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are 
offering it the word of life. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

We live in a time of both crisis and opportunity. While 
there are many reasons to be anxious today, I still have 
hope, not only in God, but in the fact that many Westerners, 
including Christians, are rediscovering the value 
of nonduality: a way of thinking, acting, reconciling, 
boundary-crossing, and bridge-building based on inner 
experience of God and God’s Spirit moving in the world. It 
moves us beyond binary, either-or, us-against-them 
mentality. To be clear, nondual thinking isn’t about 
throwing out our rational mind or refusing to act against 
injustice; it’s about growing in mystical, contemplative, and 
unitive consciousness. When we have both, we’re able to 
see more broadly, deeply, wisely, and lovingly. We can 
collaborate on creative solutions to today’s problems. I’m 
encouraged that there’s renewed appreciation in the 
Christian tradition for people like the mystics who model 
such wholeness.    

My own cultural roots are in the Rhineland of Northern 
Europe. The Rhineland mystics were mostly German-
speaking spiritual writers, preachers, and teachers, who 
lived largely between the 11th and 15th centuries. Their 
importance has only recently been rediscovered. The “trans
-alpine” Church (meaning those on the other side of the 
Alps from Rome) always enjoyed a certain degree of 
freedom from Roman oversight and control, simply by 
reason of distance, and drew upon different sources and 
inspirations than did the “cis-alpine” Church of Italy, 
France, and Spain. The Rhineland Mystics were outstanding 
in their courage and very creative viewpoints.    

Some of the most familiar Rhineland mystics would include 
the Benedictines Hildegard of Bingen (1098–1179) and 
Gertrude the Great (1256–1302); the Beguine Mechthild of 
Magdeburg (c. 1212–c. 1282); the Dominicans, including 
Meister Eckhart (c. 1260–1327), Johannes Tauler (c. 1300–
1361), and Henry Suso (1295–1366); and Cardinal 
Nicholas of Cusa (1401–1464). ... 

After the Protestant Reformation, the mystical path was 
largely mistrusted. Some would even say it was squelched 
because of Martin Luther’s (1483–1546) emphasis on the 
Bible as the only source of knowledge about God (sola 
Scriptura). Personal spiritual experience was considered 
unimportant and suspect. To be fair, Luther’s contributions 
led Christians to an early stage “rational” use of the 
Scriptures which was a necessary corrective to Catholic 
over-spiritualisation. But within Luther’s own reformed 
tradition, profound mystics arose such as the German 
shoemaker Jacob Boehme (1575–1624) and the inventor 
Emanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772).   

In the following centuries, German academic theology 
flourished, relying almost exclusively on post-Reformation 
rationalism. While theological study continues to be an 
immense gift to the world, one can easily get trapped inside 
of endless discussions about abstract ideas with little 
emphasis on experience or practice. In contrast, mystics 
honour the experience of the essential mystery and 
unknowability of God and invite us to do the same.  

(in following weeks Fr Richard will explore each of the 
Rhineland mystics in turn) 

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
MYSTICS OF THE RHINE VALLEY 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             0475 558 500 

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   E. fr.stephen@me.com 

P. 0474 303 261  (VOICE only—no SMS)  
________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests 
of the parish and diocese): BSB 062 
784   Ac  10000 1624   
2nd Collection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): 
BSB 062 784    Ac   10000 1623  

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
under ‘Biller Code’ select each of our two 
collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT CARD:  just click 
on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting parish finances’ 
on our homepage (www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) or 
email accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the gift of 
everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased: John Barker, Fr Joe Martins, John 
Barker, Doreen Nanayakkara, Helen Gallasch, Cynthia 
Tickle, Michael Swan, Cyril Ferriere, Diana Beckley, Bev 
Gledhill, Evelyn Newman, Grace Jessup. Anniversary: 
Valerie Re, Mary Klauser, Thomas Wade. 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:   
Pope Francis, Elvira Escay Rodriguez (grandmother of 
Maia Schulze Tsang), Michelle Son (wife of Rev. Yangrae 
Son), Carmen Stewart, Diane McGirr, Mary Moran, Peter 
Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica 
Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali Crawford, Morna Sutherland, 
Barbara McMullen, William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, 
Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY 
 

Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 
Every Friday: 9:00am Playgroup  

MARCH 
Wed. 5th  Ash Wednesday - see p.1 
   11:00am Scripture study (online) 
Sun. 9th 10:15am Children’s Mass 
 11:15-1:30 Parish Synodal Assembly 
Tues. 11th 7:30pm Lent Ecumenical Service (p.1) 
Wed. 12th  7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Thurs. 13th  Lenten Study Groups (see p.1) 
Fri. 14th  10:00am Healing Mass & morn. tea 
Sun. 16th  7:00pm Pot luck parish dinner 
Wed. 19th  11:00am Scripture study (online) 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Stephen Fr Colin 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

Sunday 2 Mar. 9 Mar. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Ansalem Lakra Fr Colin 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Colin Fr Hien Vu 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Ansalem Lakra Fr Colin 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr Ansalem Lakra Fr Hien Vu 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Colin 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

COULD YOU 

ADVERTISE HERE 

AND SUPPORT OUR 

PARISH ? 

Last week in the Parish …... 

Left:  our RCIA team and the 

adults preparing for baptism this 

Easter at their meeting last 

Saturday. 

Right:   our Parish Book 
Club at the monthly 

gathering last 
Wednesday. 


